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Easter Cruelty 


The cruelties inherent in the sale of baby chicks, rabbits and ducklings as Easter 
toys has long been of concern to all who are interested in the humane movement. 
A Massachusetts law approved March 17, 1947 states, “Whoever shall sell or 
offer for sale at retail living baby chicks, ducklings or other fowl which have 
been dyed, colored or otherwise treated so as to impart to them an artificial 
color, and whoever shall sell or offer for sale at retail living baby chicks, duck- 
lings or other fowl under two months of age in any quantity less than six, shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.” 

There was a time when virtually every dime store had a window display of 
chicks, often colored, for sale. But the animal protective movement's plea fora 
humane Easter has created a new policy among many national chain stores 
prohibiting such sales. 

Yet, parents persist in buying these little balls of fluff for their young chil- 
dren and overcome the law by purchasing more than six. Occasionally, too, a 
store circumvents the law by giving away a baby chick or duckling with the 
purchase of a specified amount of products. Experience here at the League has 
shown that baby chicks seldom survive the mishandling or unnatural conditions 
to which they are subjected. If they do, within a week or two the growing chicks 
have served their purpose and are brought to the League for disposal. 

On the opposite page and on the cover are photos taken at League head- 
quarters recently. Believing that a child’s curiosity properly directed may result 
in better understanding of the problem, an incubator with hatching eggs was 
placed in the lobby. Informative material was made available, and the wonders 
of a chick’s birth actually noted. 

It seems to us that the spirit of Easter should require solicitude for all living 
things. We hope our approach will speed the day when the Easter chick and 
bunny business is stopped altogether. 

C7 Eas 


Cover photo shows Joyce Holbrook of Randolph 
with baby chicks hatched at League headquariers 


Joyce Holbrook of Randolph learns 
about the age-old question, 

“Which comes first, the egg or the chick?”’ 
from Carlton E. Buttrick, 

League President. 


Joyce watches the first chicks peck 

their way out of shells. 

Many other youngsters, like Joyce, 
were fascinated by the exhibit. 


These two new-born chicks were 

the first ones out of their shells and are 
taking their first look at the big, 

wide world. 


Editor: CarLtTon E. ButtTrick 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SERVICE TO ANIMALS 


February 1, 1961—January 31, 1962 


LL of those persons who have a regard for 
A animals and a sympathetic understanding 
of the humane character and purposes of the 
League will be interested in reading this report, 
not so much because that which follows por- 
trays the most significant occurrences of the 
past year, but rather that it is representative 
of the daily routine of League services. 

Someone once said, ‘‘Kindness is a hard 
thing to give away — it keeps coming back.” 
We find this to be true in many cases even 
though it occasionally takes some time for it to 
return. To prove our point, we recently re- 
ceived a letter which read: 

‘Some years ago you located our dog and 
sent her on to us in Springfield. I intended 
sending a check to help carry on your work, 
but at the time my finances weren’t very good. 
Now, I have lately come across your letter 
and am sending the check; also, thanks for 
rescuing the dog.”’ 

Another letter says: 

“It is with a sad and aching heart that I 
write you this letter. 

“Seven years ago Mrs. Sullivan obtained 
for ‘adoption’ at your establishment a cute little 
buff-and-white kitten as a special present for 
me. I was very ill at the time, and have been 
more or less of an invalid ever since, and our 
little ‘Buffy’ grew up to be a lovely cat. She was 
a little wild and scampery at first, and always 
was a shy little cat with strangers. But she was 
the most understanding and affectionate little 
pet we’ve ever had. She seemed to sense that 
I was an invalid, and she showed her under- 
standing in specially affectionate ways that 


were unmistakable. She had four lovely kittens, 
Malty, Stripey, Blacky and Whitey (all named 
from their color patterns), which we were 
unable to keep, so we returned them to your 
place for adoption in turn. The separation was 
an ordeal both for us and poor ‘Buffy,’ and we 
were a long time getting over the sorrow and 
heartache of parting. 

‘All the neighbors and all our visitors told 
us what a lovely cat she was, even though 
always a little bit shy. 

‘“‘A black day came, on Wednesday, June 21. 
Our beloved little pet was killed by a glancing 
blow of an automobile of one of our neighbors. 
It was not the fault of the driver at all, —it 
was just one of those unforeseeable accidents. 
Poor little ‘Buffy’ was probably killed in- 
stantly. We interred her dear little body in the 
shady cool arbor at the back of our yard, where 
little ‘Stubby,’ another affectionate little cat 
(her predecessor), also lies at rest. 

‘‘And now to do something practical about 
it, I am enclosing a check for $10.00 for your 
worthy cause in memory of our beloved little 
pet ‘Buffy,’ and her little ones, Malty, Stripey, 
Blacky and Whitey. We shall think of them 
often with tender and affectionate memories.” 

We are sad to find it necessary to report the 
loss of two members of the League’s staff who 
passed away within ten days of each other in 
December. 

Albert J. Morris, although only 57 years of 
age had worked for the League for 37 years, 
coming to us when he was twenty years of age 
and working continuously with animals from 
that time. Al, as he was known by his friends, 
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had served as kennel man, chauffeur-agent, 
maintenance man and clerk in our Lost and 
Found Department. For many years when- 
ever a cat needed rescuing from a tree, or a 
particularly difficult or dangerous rescue had 
to be made, Al was always available. One 
rescue which made national news in which Al 
participated was the removal of the ‘Fox of 
Beacon Hill” from the sub-basement of the 
State House. 

Michael Doherty, 61, was a more recent 
member of our staff than Al Morris. Mickey 
came to the League in 1952 as a kennel man, 
and the following year was transferred to our 
Dedham Branch for a short period of time. 
Returning to headquarters again, Mickey re- 
sumed his work in the kennels. Always de- 
pendable and loyal, Mickey had one of our 
best attendance records, and no matter the 
weather we could always expect to see Mickey 
on the job. 

Both men will be missed by their friends on 
the staff, and our sympathy goes to their 
families and our tribute to a job well done. 


LOST AND FOUND 
DEPARTMENT 


E cannot too strongly emphasize the need for 

licensing your dog. Personnel in our Lost and 
Found Department who are daily faced with the problem 
of identifying lost pets and returning them to their owners 
know only too well the urgency of this message. 

During the past year we have had a number of cases 
in which even an out-of-state dog license was the only 
means of locating and contacting the owner. As a result 
of our letter of inquiry to the City Clerk in Newport, 
Rhode Island, the police located and notified the owner 
that his dog was in our Shelter. The dog had been lost 
for three weeks. 

An owner in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, was thought- 
ful enough to include a tag on the dog’s collar with his 
name and address in addition to the dog license. A letter 
addressed to him in Pennsylvania initiated the location 
of the owner who was visiting with friends in Boston. 

In another case, a letter to the Town Clerk in West 
Hartford, Connecticut, gave us the name and address of 
the owner. We wrote to him in West Hartford and a week 
later received a phone call from him in Maine giving us 
the information that he had left the dog with a party in 
Somerville while passing through on a_ business trip. 


Record-American Photo by Morris Ostroft 


Susan Frazier found this bunny on the street and brought it 
to the League shelter. 


He asked if we could hold the dog for him and he would 
pick it up on his way back. 

Sometimes just the smallest scrap of information can 
put us on the trail of the owner of a lost dog, and the 
cooperation of persons all along the line of correspond- 
ence makes the final happy reunion possible. A letter of 
inquiry to the Town Clerk of Stowe, Vermont, regarding 
the license on a Norwegian Elk Hound gave us not only 
the name of the owner, but also the information that he 
was out of town on business with a firm in New Jersey. 
A letter to that firm brought us a reply from his wife 
informing us that they had left the dog with friends in 
Vermont when they went on a business trip, and that they 
would drive up on the following Monday to claim their 
dog. Even with all of the correspondence involved, it 
took just eleven days to return this dog to its owner. 

In a constant effort to get owners of lost animals to 
come to the League to look for their lost pets, we run a 
daily advertisement in the classified section of the Boston 
newspapers on a rotating schedule. ‘The advertisement 
is headed by the motto of our Lost and Found Depart- 
ment — “Don’t give up — Your pet won’t!”’ The result 
was the return of nearly 800 pets last year. 


URING the past year ovr Order Department has 
D answered thousands of calls for stray, sick, injured 
and unwanted animals with its usual courtesy. These 
calls come from all types and classes of people varying 
from those who must surrender an aged beloved pet to 
relieve it of pain and suffering, to the owner of a way- 
ward female that has a litter of puppies or kittens at 


every Opportunity. 

A short while ago a man came in one night with a 
little stray female dog he had found. He was a hard 
working chap, and he had as much love and concern for 
this dog as if it were his own. He asked if he could claim 
this little dog in ten days if the owner could not be found, 
and was assured that he could. He lived in a rooming 
house, and could not keep it himself, but during the ten 
days he dug around and found the animal a home. At 
the end of the ten days he arranged to have the dog 
spayed and paid for the board for the ten days she was 
held. Then he got her licensed and took her out to her 
new home. Some people have the gift of kindness within 
them — this man was one of those. 

One cold winter night we received a call from the 
police reporting a puppy caught between the walls of two 
buildings. It was necessary to break away part of the 
walls to get to the puppy, and even then she couldn’t 
move as she was wedged tight. I got some cooking oil and 
lubricated the walls and the puppy and finally managed 
to get her out. By this time it was 1:00 a.m. and getting 
so cold that the cooking oil was solidifying so that the 
dog began to look more like a porcupine. However, the 
neighbors were good enough to help me look for the 
owner. One of them called him on the telephone, but 
he was not concerned enough to come out for his dog. 
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It is unhappy and sad-faced animals, like the one pic- 
tured here, that our Collection Service stands ready to 
aid, Not all are as sad as this pup, but, whatever the 
condition, our ambulance drivers are available to 


extend a helping hand. 


| COLLECTION SERVICE 


(Through the eyes of one of our agents) 


So she went back to the League with me to a warm bed, 
and a bath the next day. 

Sometimes we get calls where the animal really doesn’t 
need to be rescued. A few weeks ago a call came in 
reporting a dog abandoned and tied to a fence. I found 
the dog as the party had described, but also found that 
he had a collar and license. By this time four little boys 
came up on the run to explain that it was their dog, and 
they had tied him up to keep him from running on the 
ice and tripping them while they were skating. Then 
I noticed that they had even left a coat on the ground 
for him to sit on. Not such bad little kids in this world 
after all! 

Another “‘rescue”’ that really took the wind out of my 
lungs was that of a pigeon caught on a roof. The com- 
plaining party lived on the sixth floor — no elevators. 
I climbed the six floors and the lady took me to a window 
and pointed down the street to the top of another apart- 
ment building where a pigeon was fluttering in the wire 
mesh on top of a chimney. I couldn’t figure out how a 
pigeon could get caught in such a thing, but down the 
six flights of stairs I went, down the street to the other 
apartment, and this time up seven flights of stairs and 
onto the roof. In the wire mesh on top of the chimney 
was a piece of paper fluttering in the draft from the 
chimney. Down seven flights of stairs I went, up the 
street and back up six flights of stairs to report to the 
lady what I had found. She was quite relieved, and I 
was quite worn out. 

[Epiror’s Note] Each agent is called upon many times 
throughout the year to use his own resources to accom- 
plish the work of the League. These are just a few samples 
from the experiences of one of our agents. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


HOUSANDS of replies every year tell us how much 
love and devotion go along with each pet that is 
adopted from our Pet Placement Department. One of 
the more interesting letters is quoted below: 
‘Dear Madam, 


‘You want to know if he is well adjusted — well if 


you can call being loved and spoiled well adjusted — he 
is! He has us, by now, very well trained and sees to our 
comforts at all times. Why he even gets us up so we can 
take a nice brisk walk each and every morning about 
5:00 a.m. So you can see he is quite concerned about 
our health. He enjoys and truly loves our little girl, and 
even lets her pinch his nose and pull his tail. When he 
has had enough of our little Atom Bomb he picks up and 
moves on. This I may add is seldom. We live on the 
waterfront, and he enjoys both it and us. 

‘Well adjusted you say — there could not be a better 
loved companion, friend or pet than ‘our dog.’ Thank 
you sincerely.” 

On occasion we have requests from local photographic 
studios for the loan of an animal for a particular picture 
they are composing. Most of them are looking for special 
breeds of dogs, which we are not able to supply. However 
on one occasion a local photographer sent his leg man 
over to borrow a cat to provide the final touch for a 
domestic scene — fireplace, braided rug and rocking 
chair. Available was a big, beautiful black and white 


for March, 1962 


These three pretty kittens were at the 
League shelter looking for a home — 
and found one. 


PET 
PLACEMENT 


cat that had been with us for more than ten days and was 
still unclaimed by the owner. Off he went in our carrier 
with the promise that he would be returned that after- 
noon. Late in the afternoon the owner of the studio 
phoned to say that the cat had been a marvelous subject, 
and that he wanted to take him home if arrangements 
could be made for the adoption. This was agreeable, and 
we suggested that the cat be returned for castration and 
an inoculation to protect it against cat typhoid. This 
was accomplished, and the following day the photog- 
rapher came over and completed the placement pro- 
cedures. Through this unusual chain of circumstances 
we found a wonderful home for a cat—a home that 
otherwise might never have known the love and devotion 
that a pet can bring. 

Our Pet Placement kennelman who is devoted to 
finding new homes for his charges, believes that this verse 
is appropriate for each one of the pets in his department: 

If you are looking for a loved one, 
Pll tell you what to do, 
Spend your money wisely 
And take me home with you. 
Pll be your one and only 
Everywhere we go, 
And you'll be proud to show me off 
To everyone you know. 
SHERMAN Dopps 
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CAPE COD BRANCH 


ee ES MA’AM that’s the dog we took from the League 

Yaa early last summer — kind of a rangy pup 
then. Ma was set on somethin’ small and smooth-haired 
that wouldn’t track in the dirt, but Bud fell for this pup 
and lucky he did. Danny’s ruled the roost ever since, 
and, in case of any misunderstanding, I’m introducing 
myself as Pa. 

‘‘“Remember the hurricane? Bud an’ Dan an’ I were 
out in front watchin’ the waves pile up on the beach - 
Ma in the kitchen washin’ dishes — when all of a sudden 
there crashed that great comber an’ swamped the house. 
The next second our skiff — Id left bottom up on the 
bank — came hurtlin’ at us right side to. ‘Fetch the oars 
and row locks an’ boat hook from the back porch,’ I 
hollored to Bud, ‘an’ tell Ma to make a runnin’ jump 
from the steps!’ 

‘The water was up to my armpits when I got her 
stowed in the stern. 

‘**What’s that pillow for?’ says I. 

‘“““Tt’s a pillowcase,’ says Ma, ‘an’ it’s holdin’ my 
valuables.’ ” 

** Just then I saw it wriggle an’ Blinkey, the cat’s 
yellow face, popped out of the openin’. 

**Hurry up Bud!’ I shouts. He was teeterin’ on the 
top step with Danny by the collar. ‘Leave go that dog,’ 
says I. ‘He'll sink us if he comes aboard!’ 

***T won’t,’ says Bud. ‘You can leave me, too, Dad.’ 

“Cut that! says I reachin’ out with the boat hook an’ 
jerkin’ him amidships. Next thing came a scram an’ a 
flash an’ down beside him dropped Dan, neat as you 
please. 

**Well, we're off! says I navigating best I could with 
the trees fallin’ all around us. A big spruce went kerswish 
across the roof just as we pulled away. 

***Wish’t I had Gramp’s paintin’ of The Endeavor on 
the High Seas,’ moans Ma. 

***You'll have all the high seas an’ all the endeavor 
you're lookin’ for,’ says I. ‘An’ you’re lucky to have me 
and Bud! I reminded her. 

**What about Danny?’ says Bud an’ clutched the pup 
closer, 

‘Then another wave rolled up an’ washed us out with 
it, an’ all we could do was sit tight an’ hope we’d get 
carried into Eel Creek by the next one. But before we 
could make it, we crashed against the piles of what used 
to be Fish Wharf, an’ turned turtle. 

“It was growin’ dark an’ the rain fallin’ in torrents. I 
reached out and grabbed what proved to be Ma and 
struck out for the beach. 

* “Bud! Bud! she kep’ callin’. 


‘* “He’s comin’ along after us,’ I says. But when I got 
another look, *twas Danny paddlin’ for dear life and twas 
his black head bobbin’ behind me. Bud I couldn’t see 
hide or hair of, nor ever expected to again ——. But 
was Danny makin’ for the shore? No, ma’am. Going in 
circles he was. Then all of a sudden he dove into a wave 
an’ up come Bud’s head with Danny grabbin’ him by 
the collar. 

‘*So somehow Dan an’ I towed ’em ashore. Yep, Blink- 
ey, too-——. Ma kept a hold of her pillowcase an’ all. 

“You’re askin’ me if I'd sell that dog, ma’am? Quit 
your foolin’! Sure we’re savin’ money for our new house 
an’ all, but I’m askin’ you somethin’, ‘What kind of a 
home would this be for Ma an’ me if it hadn’t been for 
what Danny saved?’ ” 

MaArGARET MorsE COFFIN 


Once A Stray 


Black velvet paws with sheathéd claws — 
Our feline friend reposes — 

Oblivious on the sun touched floor - 

In quietude he dozes — 


But whither roaming in his dreams — 
No human brain can tell — 

Or whence the swiftly rushing streams - 
Or where the darkening dell — 

In which he slept till dawn — 


Then with bright sun, far out he crept — 

Seeking unceasingly the home once loved and lost — 
Where all his kittenhood kind care was given — 
No cost — No battling with shrill voice — 

Of “SCAT! Away black cat! Be-gone!”’ 


What brought you to our door — 

On that cold winter’s night? 

No mortal mind could tell — 

A beckoning light, a reminiscent smell of baking? 
And a piteous mew, — a shadow making? 


Then in fright you fled — 
While in your ear a voice was ringing — 
A voice that on the air came winging — 


Blackie, if the sages ask you why? 
Your charm was wasted on the sun and sky — 
Tell them, dear, a home was what you needed — 
We love you here, you’ll ne’er be superseded. 
L. A. LEE 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


EDUCATION 


DEPARTMENT 


ee HIS MORNING, October second, a puppet show was 
“ae in the Agassiz School, Cambridge, for the 
benefit of the upper grades. It was brought to the Agassiz 
School by the Animal Rescue League of Boston. It was 
beneficial to many children with pets at home. 

“The puppet show was given in three acts. Peter Rabbit 
provided the theme for the story. Not only was the story 
delightful, but it was presented in brilliant colors which 
made it more appealing. 

“The story itself was not the reason for the puppet 
show. What was the purpose behind it? The care of pets 
is very important to the Animal Rescue League, as it 
should be to everyone. Sometimes the owners of pets 
must be reminded of their great obligation to these 
animals who cannot care for themselves. This puppet 
show served as a good reminder of this obligation. If 
everyone who observed this show felt a little more respon- 
sible for his or her pet, no matter what it is, the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston will have done its job well. 

LINDA CAMERON” 


Linda, perhaps, speaks for the approximately 95,000 
children before whom the League puppeteers presented 
some 375 shows in the past year. The increase in regis- 
tration of pupils in public and private schools has 
reached an all-time high, making it necessary in some 
of the larger schools to give four performances. ‘That our 
shows have a great educational value is recognized by 
superintendents, principals and teachers, as the following 
letter will indicate. 

“Dear Miss Flannery: 

“IT would like to express my deepest thanks to the 
Boston Animal Rescue League, and to you personally, 
for including the schools in Union 47, i.e. Harvard, 
Bolton, Carlisle and Stow in your schedule for this year. 
I hope that it may be made an annual event. 

‘“Many reports that have made their way back to me 
have only indicated the greatest appreciation from the 
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teaching staff and from the youngsters themselves. As 
you know, it is of prime interest to all of us in the educa- 
tion field to further the thought of ‘Humaneness to Ani- 
mals’ and it is a foregone conclusion that your Puppet 
Shows aid immeasurably in doing this. 

“Again, thank you very much for your time, energy 
and interest in performing before the many satisfied 
and enlightened children. 

RaLpu C. GLIppvEN, Superintendent 


We were most happy to cooperate with the Strafford 
County Animal Protective Society, Dover, New Hamp- 
shire, by presenting our program in two of the schools 
in that city. Following this visit the Society’s President, 
Eleanor S. Woodbury, wrote: 

“Dear Miss Flannery: 

“We have been finishing our fund and membership 
drive for the month of May and I am afraid that has 
delayed our letter to you. Your visit here with Mrs. 
Holbrook has caused much favorable comment among 
the teachers, parents and children. 

‘““Many mothers have called to tell us what an impres- 
sion the wonderful puppet show left on their children 
and the youngsters themselves have stopped me on the 
street to ask if you can come again sometime. 

“T am enclosing the picture from Foster’s Daily Demo- 
crat which appeared the next week. 

“We cannot thank you enough for coming to Dover 
and showing our organization what tremendous good 
can be accomplished with a program of humane educa- 
tion such as you and the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
sponsor. We appreciate the work and expense involved 
in doing us this thoughtful favor. 

“Our thanks again and we do hope that we may see 
you again, soon. 

ELEANOR S. Woopsury, President” 


In addition to our regular school program, the 13th 
Animal Friends Summer School was conducted at 
Cataumet, Massachusetts. Approximately 75 children 
learned many facts about their pets, farm and woodland 
animals, and conservation. Puppet shows were presented 
in North Falmouth and Pocassett. During BE KIND TO 
ANIMALS WEEK schools were visited, and groups 
from Scout organizations and schools visited the League 
headquarters for educational films and a tour of the 
building. The preceding week 500 posters and license 
reminders were distributed to schools, libraries and settle- 
ment houses. On a national basis, Miss Harriett Flannery, 
Director of Education, has been asked to serve on The 
American Humane Association’s Education Committee, 
and with Mrs. Holbrook, her assistant, will participate 
in the International Conference on Humane Education 
sponsored by the International Society for the Protection 
of Animals. 


Chief Inspector Archie MacDonald 

{left} assisted by Agent Joe Loeffler 

visited the stables, bringing Christmas 
dinners to the horses. 


INSPECTION, INVESTIGATION, AND QUARANTINE 


N some Cases prosecution is not necessarily the ap- 
I propriate solution for cases in which cruelty is not 
aggravated or intentional. Recently our inspection 
department received a complaint that five horses and a 
pony in one of the outlying suburbs were not being 
properly fed. Upon investigation it was apparent that 
the horses were not in good condition, but not neglected 
to the point where prosecution would have been justified. 
The owner was trying to find a new location, as local 
restrictions prevented him from working his horses in 
that area. Our inspector ascertained that sufficient feed 
was provided and continued to check on these horses 
at brief intervals. After several unsuccessful attempts to 
find a new location the owner was persuaded to arrange 
for disposition of his horses. One of these horses was unfit 
for labor, and was sold for slaughter. The other four 
horses and pony were sold to reliable individuals, and 
our inspector is continuing to check on their condition. 
His latest report indicates that these animals are receiving 
such good care that one would not recognize them as the 
same horses he had seen only several weeks ago. 

Abandoned animals are an occasional source of com- 
plaint — many times taxing the resources of our inspec- 
tion department to accomplish the rescue. Late one 
afternoon a call was received about a dog that had been 
left in an apartment for several days without attention 
from the owner. We were unsuccessful in our attempts 
to locate the owner of the dog; even the landlord did not 
have a key to the apartment and was looking for the 
tenant to collect back rent. In the presence of appropriate 
local authority, we finally made a forced entry through a 
window and removed the dog to our shelter. 
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In order to provide the most protection for all animals, 
this department maintains routine inspection of stock- 
yards, slaughter houses, riding and livery stables, zoos, 
kennels and pet shops. Experience has shown that 
through constant cooperative efforts on the part of our 
inspectors, we cap reduce thoughtless and negligent 
cruelty to a minimum. One of our specific efforts in this 
area is assisted by our Christmas Appeal for Animals. 
As a result of this appeal our inspectors are able to pro- 
vide Christmas dinners for every livery and riding stable 
horse in the metropolitan area, and also a number of 
good warm blankets for the most needy horses. Also at 
this time our inspectors make certain that necessary 
repairs to old stables are brought to the attention of the 
owners, so that broken windows and ill-fitting doors will 
be eliminated to provide as comfortable a winter as 
possible for these four-footed friends of mankind. 

One of the lesser known services, but one of the more 
beneficial to the community as well as a most important 
one in the interest of public health and safety, is the work 
of the Quarantine Department. This rabies control 
program requires that careful and complete records of 
every animal bite case reported in the City of Boston 
be maintained. And of course every animal so reported 
must be examined and quarantined for fourteen days. 

Although dogs and cats are the most usual offenders, 
biting incidents are not restricted to them alone. This 
year, for example, two goats, three rabbits, one raccoon 
and two horses were forced to undergo two weeks of 
restraint. While none of these animals proved to be rabid, 
no amount of vigilance is too great to expend in the 
behalf of public safety and health. 
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HROUGHOUT the past year the clinic has treated many 

hundreds of routine type cases that might be observed 
in any typical busy practice. These include the great bulk 
of routine prophylaxis against the viral diseases — dis- 
temper, hepatitis, and rabies coupled with the equally 
large number of general clinical cases of sore ears, skin 
disorders, eczema, eye infections, lamenesses, general 
infections, lacerations, abrasions and the like. 

Fracture repair with splints and casts and_ intra- 
medullary pinning of fractures of the long bones (fixation 
of the fracture with orthopedic devices) by means of open 
surgery upon an affected limb constitute a fair share of 
our daily work. 

Spay operations are performed in our surgery in 
appreciable numbers. 

One of the common luxuries of modern day living in- 
cludes the application of small gas engines to supply 
power to the wheels of contrivances we formerly had to 
power ourselves to cut our lawns. In one of our sub- 
urban towns last summer a gentleman was employing 
a small hand type to his grass on his day off. After work- 
ing for several minutes in the mid-day heat he decided 
to stop to get a drink of water from the hose which was on 
the opposite side of the house from where he was working. 
Not daring to stop the motor on his lawnmower, since 
he had had some difficulty in getting it started, he merely 
adjusted the throttle to idle and left the scene. 

Meanwhile his small terrier type dog, of an inquisitive 
nature, who had been following him as he worked, be- 
came attracted by the slow swirling blade rotating under 
the machine. Deciding to investigate further the pup 
flicked out a playful paw at the moving grass only to 
have the blade bite back very viciously at his foreleg. 
The owner reappeared just as this happened and having 
presence of mind applied a tourniquet to the leg with his 
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Record-American Photo by Morris Ostroft 


Joanne Serelis touring the League 
shelter stopped to offer her sympathy 
to this dog with broken leg, which had 
been repaired by a League veterinarian. 
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belt and seizing on a towel which was nearby wrapped 
it tightly around the leg. With a helpful neighbor he 
drove to the clinic where we examined the leg, sedating 
the pup first, and found that it was badly smashed, 
the long bones exposed for a considerable length of the 
lower end. Fortunately there was enough circulation 
left in the crushed end to allow us to patch up and splint 
the leg. It was several weeks healing but the end results 
were gratifying in that an inquisitive pup was able to 
retain a badly smashed foreleg and in time have almost 
a complete restoration of function of the injured member. 
Turning to the opposite season we encountered a case 
wherein an older dog of the terrier breed slid off a mound 
of snow backwards in to the beater of an idling snow 
blower. Fortunately for him his wounds were minor 
lacerations compared to the aforementioned pup but at 
the same time painful to both him and the owner due 
to copious initial hemorrhage which we were able to 
arrest and repair as soon as he was presented to us. 
The relatively recent acquisition of new equipment in 
the form of an ether-oxygen apparatus (resuscitator and 
anesthetizer) has permitted us to do thoracic surgery in 
selected cases of dogs and cats injured in automobile 
accidents and suffering from ruptures or tears in the 
diaphragmatic musculature. In humans open chest 
surgery is possible, but without the application of greatly 
specialized equipment — not so in animals where the 
lack of a septum or partition between the lungs causes 
the lungs to collapse when the chest is opened due to 
atmospheric pressure. The ether-oxygen equipment 
allows us to apply positive pressure to the lungs, open 
the animal’s thorax, and repair injuries to the dia- 
phragm or associated structures and thereby help several 
animals so injured which we were unable to do previ- 


ously. 
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HE Livestock Conservation Department of the Ani- 
Set Rescue League of Boston has just completed 
another successful year. This success has been due in 
great part to the earnest and sincere cooperation of 
many people who are interested in the careful handling 
of our larger animals. 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston is a principal 
sponsor of New England Livestock Conservation, Inc. 
Through the latter organization the League’s Livestock 
Director obtains cooperation from livestock leaders 
throughout New England. 

Professor Loring V. Tirrell was influenced by Robert 
F. Sellar, President of the Animal Rescue League twenty- 
five years ago, to assist with our careful handling of 
livestock program. This interest has been uninterrupted. 
Professor Tirrell is now, and has been for several years, 
President of New England Livestock Conservation, Inc. 
This educator has continued during the past year to 
advise energetically, assist and inspire the work done by 
the League’s Livestock Director. During 1961, Mr. David 
Kantner, a graduate student of Prof. Tirrell’s, earned his 
Masters Degree at the University of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Kantner’s thesis was ‘“‘A Study of Various Factors 
Causing Bruise Damage to Beef Cattle, Sheep and 
Swine.” The League’s Livestock Director worked closely 
in an advisory capacity with Mr. Kantner and was 
privileged to be present at the oral examination when 
Mr. Kantner defended his thesis. As a result of Mr. 
Kantner’s work, definite conclusions were arrived at 
concerning the handling of animals. This information 
will be invaluable in livestock conservation work. 

Mr. Edgar S. Crosby, a director of New England 
Livestock Conservation, Inc., also has worked with us. 
Mr. Crosby is owner-manager of the Vergennes Commis- 
sion Sale in Vergennes, Vermont. He has devised a 
method of loading calves, weighing up to 400 Ibs., that 
is more humane than any other commission sale handling 
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Professor Loring V. Tirrell, Prest- 

dent of New England Livestock Con- 

servation, Inc., {left} presents The 

American Humane Association’s Seal of 

Approval for Humane Slaughtering to 

George H. Taylor {center} and his 
son Sidney 


LIVESTOCK 
CONSERVATION 


method we have seen. Through Mr. Crosby’s fine co- 
operation League President Carlton E. Buttrick, director 
Walter M. Bird, Jr. and Livestock Director, Guy W. 
Mann, were able to study this revolutionary calf handling 
operation. An excellent write-up with pictures of this 
project appeared in the June, 1961 issue of OUR FOUR- 
FOOTED FRIENDS. Copies will be sent upon request. 

Mr. Walter M. Bird, Jr., a staunch supporter of the 
League and Livestock Conservation, rendered invaluable 
personal aid and advice to the Livestock Director and our 
livestock program. He participated on the New Eng- 
land level with our safe handling program; on the state 
level by talking before our Massachusetts Livestock 
Conservation Committee; and on the local level working 
with 4-H people interested in livestock demonstration 
work. 

These are only a few examples of active support ren- 
dered to our program. Financial support in the form of 
personal donations to the Livestock Department, edu- 
cational meetings sponsored by our New England Land 
Grant Colleges: bulletins from state, federal, and com- 
mercial sources; and individual letters of advice, encour- 
agement and information are other forms of cooperation. 

As a result of our efforts many New England slaugh- 
terers of livestock are using more humane methods in 
dispatching animals. Exhibits exemplifying proper live- 
stock handling practices were placed at many New 
England fairs and agricultural meetings. Lectures per- 
taining to good management methods including fallout 
protection were presented throughout the past year. A 
monthly release expounding good livestock practice was 
published during the academic year; and several articles 
relating to livestock conservation were published in local 
and New England publications. 

The Livestock Director expresses his genuine thanks to 
all who assisted him and hopes for continued cooperation 
in the future. 
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QUIET retreat for tired, worn-out horses and a natural 
[ \, setting for a pet animal cemetery were in Mrs. 
Huntington Smith’s mind when the League purchased 


property in Dedham over fifty years ago. That her judg- 
ment was good has been proved over and over again as 
Pine Ridge has administered to the needs and interests 
of both animals and animal owners. In the peaceful 
seclusion of Pine Ridge the remains of some 3000 devoted 
pets are interred, and it is a common sight to see visitors 
strolling through the cemetery grounds paying their 
respects to a departed, but loyal and faithful four-footed 
friend. 

Nine years ago the League was delighted to receive a 
gift from Mrs. William E. Fuller making it possible to 
extend a black top driveway through the older section 
of the cemetery. The gift to make this improvement 
possible was given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Fuller’s 
dogs, and a suitable bronze plaque was placed on the 
gate leading to the cemetery. 

We badly need a similar surface on the road leading 
to the newer section opened several years ago. ‘The pres- 
ent dirt road is a difficult, uneven walking path which is 
in the need of repair. Perhaps some kind friend would 
like, as did Mrs. Fuller, to make a gift to the League in 
memory of his or her pet, which would make this possi- 
ble. If so, the League would be happy to provide a bronze 
plaque to be placed on the gate, properly memorializing 
the pets and the donor. 

The new building erected at Pine Ridge a year ago has 
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Arthur W. Foster, Superintendent of the 
League’s Dedham Branch, {left} accepts The 
American Humane Association’s 25-year Serv- 
ice Pin and Certificate from League President 
and A.H.A. Director, Carlton E. Buttrick. 


DEDHAM BRANCH 


proved most efficient and has added to the attractiveness 
of the area. The animal quarters have had several visitors 
in the past twelve months, one a dog whose master had 
passed away and who visited with us for nearly two 
months until the executor of the estate could make the 
proper disposition of him. Presently, a coal black cat, 
Bebe by name, is staying at Pine Ridge. Her owner, too, 
has passed away and in naming the League in her will, 
the lady requested that the League care for her pet. 
A sister of the deceased looked after Bebe until an opera- 
tion required her hospitalization, but it is hoped that in 
due time Bebe may be returned to the sister who has a 
warm and affectionate desire to have the cat with her. 

Under the capable guidance of the League’s superin- 
tendent, Pine Ridge is always clean and gives a neat 
appearance to its many visitors. Well-kept lawns and 
flower beds add a touch of color, as do the birds whose 
happy songs are heard throughout the year: in winter 
around the numerous feeders and in other seasons as they 
flit from tree to tree. New fences, too, have been added 
this year, and repairs to the barn and a new roof have 
put this building in good shape. 

During the year just ended, 68 burials were made and 
another 142 pets cremated at their owners’ request. 
Pine Ridge also serves as a receiving station for small 
animals. In the past twelve months, 130 dogs, 387 cats 
and 14 miscellaneous animals were taken in and dis- 
posed of according to the wishes of their owners. Some 
were sent to League headquarters for placement. 
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N thirty-five years of service to animals an agent is 

faced with many problems, problems which have to be 
solved sanely and satisfactorily. Our North Shore Agent, 
who this year celebrated his thirty-fifth year with the 
League, is fully aware that his position carries many 
responsibilities, and that he must be prepared at all times 
to answer a call for any creature in distress. Recently, 
reports circulated that Josephine, Marblehead’s much- 
publicized baby seal, might have been injured. Our 
Agent answered a call reporting an injured seal on the 
rocks in Swampscott on Sunday, February 4, 1962. 
The caller reported the seal apparently had been shot. 
Our Agent searched the Swampscott waterfront for two 
hours on Sunday, but could not locate the seal. 

Another incident which ended on a happier note also 
occurred on a Sunday, the day before Christmas. This 
time it was a call to rescue two ducks and two geese, 
which it was feared would be frozen into the ice of 
Buchanan Pond in Lynn. Our Agent was ill in bed, 
but our Agent’s wife and eighteen-year-old son re- 
sponded. Aided by another young lad, Allen Leavitt, 
and a Mr. Forte, both of Lynn, rescue attempts were 
initiated. A small wooden boat was procured and in a 
cold rain the four worked diligently attempting to catch 
the wild fowl. Ice in the pond had to be broken in spots 
to make a passage for the boat. As the boat would 
approach the ducks or geese, they in turn would move to 
another area of the pond. Some six hours later, however, 
to the cheers of some 200 witnesses, all of the reluctant 
fowl had been caught and removed to warmer and 
safer quarters. 

A letter published in the Lynn Evening Item on October 
5, 1961, proves again the resourcefulness of the League 
Agent. It reads, in part: 

“Mr. Editor, On Tuesday, October 3, I observed two 
dogs in Flax Pond with the water level at the stomach 
height of each dog as they stood on the dirt bottom. 
(Editor’s note. A wall which comes to the water’s edge 
and encircles the pond at this spot prevented the dogs 
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The League’s North Shore Branch Agent, Sherman 

Bates, smiles happily — as does his wife Norene — 

after receiving The American Humane Association's 
35-year Service Pin and Certificate. 


NORTH SHORE 
BRANCH 


from getting out by themselves.) One dog appeared to 
be a St. Bernard while the other was a medium-sized 
black mongrel. When I attempted to reach the dogs 
with the help cf neighbors the dogs would bark and snap 
at our outstretched hands. I then called the Lynn Police 
who responded in about ten minutes. Upon arrival the 
Police attempted to reach the dogs, but to no avail. 
The officer informed us that he would notify the Dog 
Officer and left. The two dogs remained in the water 
crying all night until approximately 11:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, October 4, when the long-awaited Dog 
Officer arrived. He attempted to call the dogs up a 
nearby ladder from an adjacent raft and embankment. 
When they would not respond to the call he stated that 
he could do nething and with no further attempt he left. 
The dogs were now shaking from their long exposure. 
I then called the telephone operator for the phone num- 
ber of the Animal Rescue League and was told there is 
no Lynn Chapter. She was very patient and helpful 
and suggested that perhaps the Salem Chapter of the 
same organization could help. (Editor’s note: The 
League’s North Shore Branch is located in Salem but 
does serve Lynn and surrounding communities.) I spoke 
to a woman there who was extremely understanding. I 
had now been helpless to aid the dogs for two days, and 
the futility of all attempts to help had me in an extremely 
upset state. I, therefore, described the entire happenings 
to the woman in Salem. She seemed extremely shocked 
and said to help would be the only humane thing to do. 
She sent the Salem Animal Rescue League agent in his 
truck. He climbed over a stone wall, and with the aid of 
ropes after several attempts he was able to remove each 
dog separately from the water. The frightened and 
trembling dogs were nervous and consequently snapping 
at him. Therefore, he performed this function alone at 
considerable risk to himself; his patience and kindness 
to the animals was extremely admirable.” 

The above should prove that an agent’s life is anything 
but routine. 
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COMBINED RECORD OF ANIMALS FOR YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1962 
Horses Sheep Poultry 
and and and 
Dogs Cats Mules Cattle Swine Birds Mise. Total 
Memiectca by Agents....+.......:. 7,260 23,505 592 1,187 32,544 
Peet )ITCE, . 0. 2... bee te 4,991 6,248 238 286 Pros 
Oe 13,670 3,991 243 17,904 
Pieearation Dept...........+..- 269 108 23,345 28,665 5,966 420 179 BO.) a2 
Peeerermine Dept... ........5+.5. 1 ia es 50 6 1,768 
Morne shore Branch............. 1,689 6,860 v3 Sener 
Peeeruee Branch,............. 25 387 10 4 526 
Cape Cod Branches: 
MTIMOICOLOWE «cy a es Cee ees 123 286 34 8 451 
ints ENS G (ol 471 haa 21 19 1,238 
WN ee ea es be aes 30,310 ea yi 23,345 28,665 5,966 ieee 2,105 133,868 
Number of Investigations: 1,135 Dogs Placed in New Homes: 2233 Cats Placed in New Homes: 513 
Horses Destroyed: aes Dogs Returned to Owners: 700 Cats Returned to Owners: 63 


Misc. Animals Placed in Homes: 1,068 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Animal Rescue League of Boston 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 1962 
2:30 p.m. 
Auditorium, League Headquarters, Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


Members and Friends Cordially Invited 
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CoRNER TREMONT AND ARLINGTON STREETS, Boston 16, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone: HAncock 6-9170 — Nights, Sundays and Holidays: HAncock 6-3736 


A Wholly Independent Organization Founded by Mrs. Huntington Smith 


OFFICERS 
President: Carlton E. Buttrick Chairman of the Board: John M. B. Churchill 
Secretary: James Jackson, Jr. Treasurer: Philip W. Trumbull 


Asst. Secretary: Miss Ruth A. Ballou 


Hon. Vice-Presidents: Mayor John F. Collins, Robert Baldwin, Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Miss Harriet G. Bird, 
Mrs. Leverett Bradley, Mrs. John M. B. Churchill, Sr., Mrs. William Endicott, 2d, Mrs. John Grew, Miss 
Anita Harris, Dr. J. Walter Schirmer, Mrs. Thomas W. Storrow. 


Directors: James B. Ames, Francis T. Baldwin, Miss Harriet G. Bird, Carlton E. Buttrick, John M. B. Churchill, 
Mrs. George O. Clark, II, Mrs. Rockwell Coffin, Mrs. George M. Cushing, Jr., David Emerson, John Grew, 
Constantine Hutchins, James Jackson, Jr., Mrs. Edward C. Johnson, Laurence H. H. Johnson, Jr., Brooks Potter, 
Mrs. James M. Sampson, Carlton M. Strong, Philip W. Trumbull, Mrs. Frederic Winthrop. 


e e e 
Earl E. Wentzel Archibald MacDonald John Finlayson 
Vice President Chief Investigator Shelter Superintendent 
Harriet Flannery Guy W. Mann 
Dir. of Education Dir. Livestock Conservation 


Small Animal Out-Patient Clinic is maintained at headquarters. Dr. William Putnam, Veterinarian-in- 
Charge. Clinic Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 A.M. to 4 p.M.; Saturday, 9 A.M. to 11:30 a.m. During July 
and August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 246 Pine 
Street, Dedham, Arthur W. Foster, Superintendent. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, 
may be made at League headquarters. 


The Boston Shelter is open 24 hours a day to receive animals. 


RECEIVING STATIONS 


Boston Shelter. Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


Wed tein oie cxeoss wtcneme arent eee 246 Pine Street Cape Cod 
ast, Boston- ocr ee Police Station No. 7 Provincetown........ Donald Westover, Snail Road 
Salemi ss: Sherman Bates, 378 Highland Avenue North Harwich..... Hilliard Hopkins, Depot Street: 


Donations, Membership Fees and Bequests provide the main support of the League. Become a member, 
send a donation or make provision for us in your will, and help insure our continued protection of stray, 
unwanted, sick or injured animals. Of every paid-up League membership of $2.00 or more, $1.00 is for a 
year’s subscription to Our Fourfooted Friends. 


MEMBERSHIP FEES v4 
} 
Lifes... cae. 4 8G Seen oe s SUOMI One: pamdent BS neu.» 
SUDDOF CLOG ae aaa eee 25.00 annually eae ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF Boston: 
are ive, devise and bequeath the sum of. a 
Contributing............. 10.00 I BO 4 sie 
Oe preys eae | dollars, and the real estate situated at No........ 
ACUVE. oes n neve ede 5.00 annually Streetsin the city {on town) Ol: a ees 
Associate: i. eee oe 2.00 annually ~~ iS 
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